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n 1^ Priority 
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Vn Certain defects in the international application 
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L Basis of the report 



1 . With regard to the elements of the international application: * 
I I the international application as originally filed 
j"^ the description: 

pages ^"^^ 

pages NONE 

pages 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



NONE 



, filed with the letter of 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

pages 



NONE 



NONE 



12-14 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement) under Article 1 9 
, filed with the demand 



NONE 



, filed with the letter of 



[x] the drawings: 



pages 
pages 
pages 



1-2 



NONE 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



NONE 



filed with the letter of 



I x| the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages NONE 

pages NONE 

pages NONE 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of . 



2. Vfiih ieg9id to the language, all the elements maiked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item 

These elements were available or ftimished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

I I the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
I I the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

I I the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3), 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the intemational application, the intemational 
preliminaiy examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in printed form. 

I I filed together with the intemational application in computer readable form. 

I I furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

I I furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
intemational application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the infonnation recorded in con^uter readable fonm is identical to the writen sequence listing has 
been fiim^ed. 

^ I x| The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

NONE 



the description, pages 

the claims, Nos. 



NONE 



fx] the drawings, sheets/fig NONE 



5. Q This report has been drawn as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 

beyond the disclosure as fded, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 
* Replacement sheets which have been furmshed to the receiving Office in response to an invitmion under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 

and 70.17). 

*Mnv replacement sheet containim such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and anne xed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. statement 

Novelty (N) 



Claims NONE 



Claims i-g» 



Inventive Step (IS) 



Industrial Applicability (lA) 



Claims NONE 



Claims i-gi 



Claims ^-^^ 



Claims NONE 



YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



YES 
NO 



2. citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 
(See Supplemental Sheet.) 
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Continuation of: Boxes I - Vm ^® 
V 2 REASONED STATEMENTS - CITATIONS AND EXPLANATIONS (Continued): 

Claims 1-21 lack novelty under PCT Article 33(2) as being anticipated by Pitkin et al., 
U.S. Patent Number 5,341,477 (hereinafter Pitkin). 

Pitkin discloses a system and method for allocating a plurality of servers with available 
resource capacity to a plurality of clients. Pitkin discloses the invention as claimed. 
Taking claim 1 as an exemplary claim, Pitkin discloses a method of recruiting a 
resource comprising the process of establishing a communications link between a 
requesting computer (11-19) and a providing computer (21-26) that is not controlled by 
the requesting computer (11-19); and the requesting computer (11-19) and the providing 
computer negotiating a condition under which the providing computer provides the 
resource to the requesting computer (see column 4. lines 15-67, assigning appropnate 
server from server set; see column 5, line 35 to column 6, line 53). 

As per claim 2, Pitkin discloses the method of claim 1 wherein the requesting computer 
is located at a distance of at least 1 kilometer from the providing computer (see column 
4, lines 16-45). 

As per claim 3, Pitkin discloses the method of claim 1 wherein the requesting computer 
and the providing computer are not both members of a single local area network (see 
figures 2-4, column 4, lines 15-45). 

As per claim 4, Pitkin the method of claim 1 wherein the step of negotiating comprises 
negotiating a compensation rate for the use of the resource (see column 7, lines 10-68). 

As per claim 5, Pitkin discloses the method of claim 1 wherein the step of negotiating 
comprises negotiating a subject matter to which the resource will be applied (see 
column 7, lines 10-68). 

As per claim 6, Pitkin discloses the method of claim 1 wherein the step of negotiating 
comprises negotiating a percent of availability of the resource at the providing computer 
(see column 7, lines 10-68). 

As per claim 7, Pitkin discloses the method of claim 1 wherein the step of negotiating 
comprises negotiating another condition under which an additional resource computer 
provides another resource to the requesting computer (see column 5, line 35 to column 
6, line 68). 

As per claim 8, Pitkin discloses the method of claim 6 wherein an additional resource 
computer is located at a distance of at least 1 kilometer from the requesting computer 
(see column 5, line 35 to column 6, line 68). 

As per claim 9, Pitkin discloses the method of claim 1 further comprising.the requesting 
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computer obtaining an item of ratings information about the providing computer from a 
director^ hosting computer; and the requesting computer executing a first program code 
Ehat de7ermlnes an extent to which the requesting computer interacts with the providing 
computer based at least in part upon the obtained item of ratings information (see 
column 5, line 35 to column 6. line 68). 

As oer claim 10, Pitkin discloses the method of claim 9 wherein the item of ratings 
information relates to a job previously executed by the providing computer with respect 
ra^Teast one of a satisfaction value, a promptness value, a recency value a rehab |ty 
value, a type of work value, and a compensation value (see scanweight section, column 
8, line 40 to column 9, line 63). 

As oer claim 11 Pitkin discloses the method of claim 9 wherein the step of negotiating 
fnclSdU thT requesting computer using the item of ratings information obtained from the 
directory hosting computer to negotiate with the providing computer (see column 5. line 
35 to column 6. line 68). 

As oer claim 12. Pitkin discloses the method of claim 1 further comprising the providing 
computer listing the resource on a directory of available resources (see column 4. line 
15 to column 5. line 68). 

As oer claim 13. Pitkin discloses the method of claim 12 further comprising the 
providing computer listing the condition on the directory of available resources (see 
column 4. line 15 to column 5, line 68). 

As oer claim 14 Pitkin discloses the method of claim 12 further comprising a hosting 
computer hosting the directory, and associating a ratings with the providing computer 
(see servers 22-26). 

As per claim 15. Pitkin discloses the method of claim 12 further comprising the 
providing computer additionally listing an item of ratings information on the directory 
(see column 6, lines 36-68). 

As per claim 16. Pitkin discloses the method of claim 1 wherein the step of negotiating 
occurs automatically without any direct human intervention (see column 6, lines 1-53). 

As per claim 17, Pitkin discloses the method of claim 1 further comprising the 
requesting computer broadcasting a recruitment message. 

As per claim 18, Pitkin discloses a directory of computer controlled resources, 
comprising a plurality of resource descriptions; at least one condition for use of each of 
the Plurality of resource descriptions; and at least one item of ratings information for 
each of the plurality of resource descriptions, wherein the at least one item of ratings 
information is used by a requesting computer to negotiate with a providing computer 
(see column 4. lines 15-67. assigning appropriate server from server set; see column 5. 
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line 35 to column 6, line 53). 

As per claim 19, Pitkin discloses the directory of claim 18, wherein the condition relates 
to at least one resource availability factor selected from: available time, subject matter 
restriction, task priority, compensation, and likelihood of downtime (see scanweight 
section, column 8, line 40 to column 9. line 63). 

As per claim 20, Pitkin discloses the directory of claim 18 wherein the condition 
comprises an authorization for the requesting computer to report to a directory hosting 
computer another item of ratings information regarding an interaction between the 
requesting computer and the providing computer (see column 5, line 35 to column 6, 
line 53). 

As per claim 21 Pitkin discloses the directory of claim 18, wherein the item of ratings 
information includes at least one of a satisfaction value, a promptness value, a recency 
value, a reliability value, a type of work value, and a compensation value (see 
scanweight section, column 8, line 40 to column 9. line 63). 



The applicant's arguments filed on October 3, 2001 been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive for the reasons set forth above. In response to applicant's argument 
that "anticipation under 35 USC 102 requires the disclosure in a single piece of pnor art 
of each and every limitation of a claimed invention...", the claims are not rejected under 
36 USC 102. 



NEW CITATIONS 



NONE 
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later document published after the international filing date or priority 
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the principle or theoiy underlying the invention 

document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be 
considered novel or cannot be considered to involve an inventive step 
when the document is taken alone 

document of particular relevance; the claimed- invention cannot be 
considered to involve an inventive step when the document b 
combined with one or more other such doouments, such combination 
being obvious to a person skilled in the art 

document member of the same patent family 
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Box per 

Washington, D.C. 20231 
Facsinule No. (703) 305-3230 
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CLAIMS 



What is claimed is: 



A method of recruiting a resource, comprising: / 

establishing a communications link between a requesting computer and a providing 
computer that is not controlled by the requesting computer; and 

the requesting computer and the providing computer negotiating a condition under 
which flie providing computer provides the resource to the requestiug 
computer. 

The method of claim 1 wherein the requesting computer is located at a distance of at 
least 1 kilometer from the providiug computer. 



The method of claim 1 wherein the requesting computer and the providing computer 

I 

are not both members of a single local /area network. 

The method of claim 1 wherein the step of negotiating comprises negotiating a 
compensation rate for the use of the resource. 

The method of claim 1 wherein the st ep of negotiating comprises negotiating a 
subject matter to which the resource will be applied. 



The method of claim 1 wherein the step of negotiating comprises negotiatiag a 
percent of availability of the resource! at the providing computer. 



The method of claim 1 wherein the stjpp of negotiating comprises negotiatiag another 
condition under which an additional resource computer provides another resource to 



the requesting con^uter. \ 

'\ 

8. The method of claim 6 wherein an additional resource computer is located is located 

li 

at a distance of at least 1 kilometer from the requesting computer. 

9. The method of claim 1 further comprising: ^ 



wo 02/39306 PCT/USOO/42673 
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the requesting computer obtaioiag an item of ratings information about the providing 
computer from a directory hosting computer; and ^ 

the requesting computer executing a first program code that determines an extent to 
which the requesting computer interacts with Ihe providing computer based at 
Iea..mpa«»p.>n4eobumeditemof,atmgXfon.aao„. 

10. The method of claim 9 wherein the item of ratin^^mformation relates to a job 
previously executed by the providing computer^th respect to at least one of a 
satisfaction value, a promptness value, a recenjcy value, a reliability value, a type of 
work value, and a compensation value. 

1 1 . The method of claim 9 wherein tiie step o#negotiating includes the requesting 
computer using the item of ratings information obtained from the directory hosting 
computer to negotiate with the providing computer. 

/ 

12. The method of claim 1 further comprising the providing computer listing the 
resource on a directory of available resoiirces. 

/ 

13. The method of claim 12 further coniprising the providing computer listing the 
condition on the directory of avail^le resources. 

14. The method of claim 12 further comprising a hosting computer hosting the directory, 
and associating a ratings with the providing computer. 

15. The method of claim 12 further cjlmprising the providing computer additionally 
listing an item of ratings information on the directory. 

16. The method of claim 1 wherein/the step of negotiating occurs automatically without 
any direct human intervention. / 

17. The method of claim 1 further (comprising the requesting computer broadcasting a 
recruitment message. 



18. A directory of computer controlled resources, comprising: 



a pluraUty of resource descriptions; ^ ^ 
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at least one condition for use of each of the plvirality of resource descriptions; and 
at least one item of ratings information for each of the plurality of resource 
descriptions. 

19. The directory of claim 18, wherein the condition relates to a job previously executed 
by the providing computer with respect to at least one of a satisfaction value, a 
promptness value, a recency value, a reUability value, a type of work value, and 

a compensation value. 

20. The directory of claim 1 8 wherein the condition comprises an authorization for the 
requesting computer to report to a directory hasting computer another item of ratings 
information regarding an interaction betweenittie requesting computer and the 
providing computer. / 



.V 
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AMENDED CLAIMS 
[received by the International Bureau on 21 September 2001 (21.09.01 ); 
original claims 18 and 19 amended; new claim 21 added; 
remaining claims unchanged (2 pages)] 



10. 

IL 

12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17, 
18. 



the requesting computer executing a tirst program code that determmes an extent to 
which the requesting computer interacts with the providing computer based at 



The method of claim 9 wherein the item of ratings information relates to a job 
previously executed by the providing computer with respect to at least one of a 
satisfaction value, a promptness value, a recency value, a reliability value, a type of 
work value, and a compensation value. 

The method of claim 9 wherein the, step of negotiating includes the requesting 
computer using the item of ratings information obtained from the directory hosting 
computer to negotiate with the providing computer. 

The method of claim 1 further comprising the providing computer listing the resovurce 
on a directory of available resources. 

The method of claim 12 further comprising the providing computer Usting the 
condition on the directory of available resources. 

The method of claim 12 further comprising a hosting computer hosting the directory, 
and associating a ratings wiHi the providing computer. 

The method of claim 12 furtho: comprising the providing computer additionally 
listing an item of ratings information on the directory. 

The method of claim 1 wherein the step of negotiating occurs automatically without 
any direct human intervention. 

The method of claim 1 further comprising the requesting computer broadcasting a 
recruitment message. 

A directory of computer controlled resources, comprising: 
a plurality of resource descriptions; 

at least one condition for use of each of the plurality of resource descriptions; and 
at least one item of ratings information for each of the pluraUty of resource 

descriptions, wherein the at least one item of ratings information is used by a 
requesting computer to negotiate with a providing computer. 



least in part upon the obtained item of ratings information. 
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1 9. The directory of claim 1 8, wherein tiie condition relates to at least one resource 
availability factor selected from: available time, subject matter restriction, task 
priority, compensation, and likelihood of downtime. 

20. The directory of claim 18 wherein the condition comprises an authorization for the 
requesting computer to report to a directory hosting computer another item of ratings 
information regarding an interaction between the requesting computer and the 
providing computer. 

21. The directory of claim 18, wherein the item of ratings information includes at least 
one of a satisfaction value, a promptness value, a recency value, a reliabiUty value, a 
type of work value, and a compensation value. 
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